CITY OF REDMOND, WASHINGTON

RESOLUTION NO. z}ﬁ

A RESOLUTION, relating to standards for the
treatment of sanitary sewage by the Munici-
pality of Seattle in connection wilth the
discharge of treated effluent into the waters
of Puget Sound; and urging the Congress of
the Unlited States to amend the 1972 Water
Quality Act 1n connection with the require-
ments for such treatment.

WHEREAS, the protection and enhancement of environmental gquality
1s of vital concern of the Clty of Redmond and the cooperating munici-
palltles within the general service area of the Municipality of Metro-
politan Seattle, which has been organized and operating in the area of
sanitary sewage treatment and discharge of effluent wilithin the metro-
politan areas of Seattle, neighboring cities and a major drainage basln
within Klng County, Washlington, and the major responslbility, purpose
and goal of Metro at all times has been to secure and maintain high
standards of water quality for all recelving waters wlthin 1ts Juris-
diction which 1t has ably carrled out ever slnce 1ts creatlon in 1958,
and

WHEREAS, the State of Washingfon, Metro in its component muni-
cipalitles have always regarded the preservation of water quality as a
major envilironmental goal which must be considered in relation to air
quality, land use and energy conservation within 1ts respective Jjurls-
dictions and has taken a leadershlp role in achleving these aims, which
has received national and international recognition; and

WHEREAS, Public Law 92-500 of the 92nd Congress requires that
all publicly-owned treatment works achleve "secondary treatment" by
July 1, 1977, prior to the achievement of "best practicable treatment”
by July 1, 1983, which has engendered serlous concern to publlec agenciles
ownlng and operating treatment works, discharging effluent through
deep water cutfalls Iinto the Paclflc Ocean and contiguous territoriazl
seas and would create needless expense and could seriously Jeopardlze
the accomplishment of the envirconmental goals to which these munlci-
palitites are committed; and

WHEREAS, the secondary treatment of municipal sewage discharges
(beyond primary treatment) for removal of biochemical oxygen demand
(BOD) is a process proven to be unnecessary to the preservation of
water quality In the waters of Puget Sound, it having been determined
that major water quality I1mprovements other than secondary treatment,
such as toxlclty and floatables removal and sewer separatlon, are
considered to be essential to the recelving water quality, and the
construction and operation of secondary treatment facilifilies would
Impinge on valuable open space, and consume Scarce energy resources;
and

WHEREAS, the construction and coperatlon of secondary tresatment
facllitles at Metro's four Puget Sound plants, including West Polnt,
will double operating costs and requlre a $55 million capital expen-
diture which might otherwise be used for higher prilority water pollution
control projects by other local agencles in the Seattle-Metropolltan
area, includlng the City of Redmond, which has higher prilority water
pollution control projects on which funds need to be spent, and the
rates charged to ocur customers would reflect the expendlture required
by Metro to meet the secondary treatment requlrements 1f the "secondary
treatment” requlrement were to be met for waters discharging into Puget
Sound; and

WHEREAS, limited allocatlons of Federal funds would prevent
Metro and other local component agencles from completing top priority
water quality projects in beling required to achieve both "secondary
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treatment" by July 1, 1977, and "best practicable treatment" by
July 1, 1983, and there 1s, in fact, insufflecient time for Metro to
meet the July 1, 1977 deadline for "secondary treatment"; and

WHEREAS, a municipal system such as Metro in 1ts component
municipalities must, at all times, be in compliance with the require-
ments of the Pederal Act or mcdifications therecof, or nco local sewage
project wlll be eligible for Federzl funds and to maintain and ensure
high standards of water quallty for this metropolitan area at the
earliest time and in the most cost-effectlve manner, it is necessary
and essential that Metro be authorized and allowed to proceed
immediately with a program to provide "best practicable treatment' by
July 1, 1983, NOW, THEREFORE,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDMOND DO RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

Sectlon 1. Amendment of 1972 Water Quality Act by Congress Urged. The
City of Redmond strongly urges Congress to consider all aspects of
environmental control and the attendant cost for achieving these goals
and urges the Congress of the Unlted States of America to amend the
1972 Water Quality Act to permlt the administrator of EPA to modify the
requirements of secondary treatment for any publicly~owned treatment
works discharging through deep water outfalls into the Paclflic Ocean
and the contlgucus territorial seas upon applicatlon and procf satilis-
factory to the administrator that alternative treatment processes

would produce an equal or better environmental effect on the receiving
waters for a lesser expendlture of public resources.

Section 2. Copies to be furnished. The City Clerk is dlrected to dis-
tribute and forward sufflcient coples of this Resclution to Metro and
to members of Congress as may be required.

PASSED by the Council of the City of Redmond, Washington
at a regular meeting thereof, and APPROVED by the Mayor
this /g™ day of September, 1973.
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